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without lifting a finger to aid their suzerain.    Nevertheless,
Sigismund ordered the loyal units in the 'main battle' to
advance to the rescue of the French and alien armies, then
believed to be in distress.    It is said that he and his men
encountered a Turkish body of twelve thousand foot who
'were all trampled upon and destroyed'.1    These were
probably the Azebs and Janissaries, survivors of the French
attack, who had failed to take refuge behind the Turkish
horse.    Thereupon, the Hungarians came into direct con-
tact with Bayezid's cavalry, which, having ridden through
the exhausted foreigners at the hill-top, had now reached
the plain.    A desperate battle took place with consider-
able loss on both sides and the issue swayed between
the two contestants until Stephen Lazarovid, the Christian
Despot of Serbia, came up with five thousand men to the aid
of his Ottoman suzerain.    The Serbs overthrew the royal
banner, and their action proved to be a decisive factor
in favour of the Turks.    Seeing that the end was ap-
proaching and that the fate of the King was in the balance,
John Burgrave of Nuremberg, Philibert de Naillac Grand
Master of Rhodes, Nicholas Kanizsay Archbishop of Gran,
John Gara and other leaders of the host persuaded Sigis-
mund with difficulty to leave the field and conducted him
to a barge on the Danube.    The party then drifted down-
stream, followed by Turkish arrows, until they were picked
up by a Venetian galley.    Only John Gara was landed on
the left bank to proceed to Hungary and manage the affairs
of the Kingdom, as Sigismund who feared treachery on the
part of the Wallachians decided to pursue the long sea
route to  Buda  by way of Constantinople, Rhodes and
Ragusa.2
The remaining history of the battle is a sad tale of
desperate attempt at flight by few and of a merciless mass-
acre of many. Some tried to reach the open western plains
and were cut down by Turkish sabres. Others boarded
the craft in the Nicopolis harbour and many ships were
overladen and sank. Others tried to swim the river and
were drowned under the weight of their heavy armour.
The rest were captured and a grim fate awaited them on the
1 Schiltberger, 3.                            * Nicopolis, 94, 98-9.